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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Interpretations 

As per the claims, the applicants use of 7" will be interpreted to correspond to 

"and". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 7-9 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ogata etal., U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0037462. 

In light of the interpretation above, claim 1 recites: 

A method of controlling a substrate processing apparatus that comprises: a 
loading and unloading section loading and unloading a substrate; a processing section 
processing the substrate; and an inspection section inspecting the substrate, the 
substrate transferable between the sections, wherein a substrate processing flow and a 
substrate inspection flow are independently executed, the substrate processing flow 
being a flow in which the substrate loaded into the loading and unloading section is 
carried to the processing section to be processed, and the substrate inspection flow 
being a flow in which the substrate loaded into the loading and unloading section is 
carried to the inspection section to be inspected. 
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As best understood, this method may be graphically depicted as follows: 




With regards to claims 1 and 2, as best understood, it appears that Ogata at al., 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0037462 teaches such the method 
claimed (e.g. see [0062]-[0067]). 

As per claim 7, Ogata et al. teaches a plurality of inspection units (e.g. Figure 7 
elements 63A, 63B and 630). 

As per claim 8, the rejection of claim 1 is applied herein. 

As per claim 9, the rejection of claim 2 is applied herein. 

As per claim 15, the rejection of claim 7 is applied herein. 
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As per claim 16, Ogata et ai. teaches a control section controlling the overall 
operations of the apparatus (e.g. Figure 1 element 7). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-6 and 10-14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

As per claims 3 and 10, the prior art of record fails to teach the method of claim 1 
further comprising a feature wherein the substrate inspection flow is executed for an 
external substrate that is loaded into the loading/unloading section from an external part 
of the substrate processing apparatus, when the inspection section is not engaged in 
the inspection of the substrate having undergone the substrate processing flow, in 
combination with the other claimed features and or limitations as claimed. 

As per claims 4-6 and 11-14, specifically dependent claims 4 and 1 1, the prior art 
of record fails to teach the method of claim 1 further comprising a feature wherein the 
substrate processing flow and the substrate inspection flow are executed in a unit of a 
lot of the substrates, the substrate inspection flow is executed for a lot having 
undergone the substrate processing flow, and the substrate inspection flow is executed 
for an external lot loaded into the loading/unloading section from an external part of the 
substrate processing apparatus in a manner that an execution period of the substrate 
inspection flow for the external lot does not overlap with an execution period of the 
substrate inspection flow for the lot having undergone the substrate processing flow, in 
combination with the other claimed features and or limitations as claimed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald D. Hartman Jr. whose telephone number is 
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(571 ) 272-3684. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 1 1 :00 - 8:30 pm, 
EST. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ronald D Hartman Jr./ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2121 
May 27, 2008 
RDH 



